CURRIEMUIREND PARK

As attentive readers of C&B News will know, Juniper Green Community Council has, since 2009, been looking for ways of making Curriemuirend Park more user friendly. On 14th December in that year we organised a walkabout with city officials and a representative of the Forestry Commission, following various incidents of vandalism in the park and representations made to city councillors that the park was not only untidy, with litter ranging from a burnt-out motor cycle to bottles and cans, but also regarded as unsafe owing to thick vegetation and dense tree growth which might conceal anyone with evil intentions.

As a result, in 2010 the park was tidied up, rank vegetation cleared and the trees thinned, with the woodland canopy being raised by the removal of lower branches. Temporary palings round the tree clumps were also removed.  New park benches were installed. Later, thousands of spring bulbs were planted towards the northern end to make the park more visually attractive.

Another safety issue concerned the underpasses at Curriemuirend and at the Clovenstone roundabout.  Understandably, users had been especially alarmed when an assault took place at the Clovenstone roundabout  as reported in JGCC’s  February 2011 Newsletter. JGCC was largely instrumental in getting both the Curriemuirend and the Clovenstone underpasses  painted and the  lighting repaired. 
In the run up to our first AGM we invited through a leaflet drop to all houses in Juniper Green anyone who wanted to join a tree walk which started at Gillespie crossroads and took in Curriemuirend Park before retracing its steps via the muddies, MacKay’s Wood, the Water of Leith walkway and so onto Bloomiehall Park.  The notes of that walk remain on the website as one way of highlighting the green spaces of our village none of which are in the Green Belt. 

Despite these efforts, Curriemuirend Park was still felt to be unsafe and, owing to its being an island site between two busy roads, not easy to access, especially by children. In 2010, JGCC began trying to identify potential sites in our area for allotments, which are in short supply in Edinburgh. It was felt that this might perhaps be a good way to use part of Curriemuirend to benefit the community and to secure that part, even if not all of it, in the long term as open space. We asked for soil samples to be taken to assess its suitability for the purpose, which were promised but never delivered, despite several requests. 

Under pressure from Scottish Government to meet estimated population growth, the City through its Local Development Plan, has identified Curriemuirend as possible land for housing. As open green space, it does not have the same level of protection as the Green Belt. On 5th March, workshops in Juniper Green Village Hall organised by Edinburgh’s Planning Department to examine the City’s proposals were well attended by people from Juniper Green, Clovenstone and Colinton. The virtually unanimous feeling was that Curriemuirend must be preserved as green space at all costs. However, those workshops were told that the City could find less than 50% of the required new house build from brown field sites in CEC ownership.  Juniper Green Community Council is looking for positive suggestions for the future best use of  Curriemuirend Park. In the meantime we urge concerned residents to write to their MSP and City Councillors to question the need for housing on green open spaces when other brownfield sites in private ownership remain undeveloped. Please go to www.junipergreencc.org.uk and ‘Contact Us’ to let us know your views.
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